
TO:    Cabot School District Employees 
 
FROM:   Dr. Tony Thurman 
 
RE:    Summary of the November 18, 2014 School Board Meeting 
 
Board President Donna Nash called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. Those in 
attendance were school board members Mark Russell, Brian Evans, Corey Williams, 
Fred Campbell, Dean Martin and Ricky Hill.    Also in attendance were Dr. Tony 
Thurman, Dr. Harold Jeffcoat, Tammy Tucker, directors, administrators, media, and 
community members.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Minutes from the regular October meeting were approved as presented. 
 
October financials were approved as presented. 
 
RECOGNITION 
 
ArkAHPERD Teacher of the Year – Freshman Academy Assistant Principal Ahna Davis 
recognized Laura Abbott for being named the Arkansas Association of Health Physical 
Education Recreation and Dance (ArkAHPERD) Teacher of the Year.   
 
National JAG Essay Contest Winner – Business/JAG teacher Brenda Early recognized 
Grant Tarvin for winning the National JAG Essay Contest.  Grant wrote his essay on the 
bait fish industry in Lonoke County.  He will travel to Washington, D. C. this week to be 
recognized for his outstanding essay. 
 
Lonoke County Hometown Health Poster Contest Winners – District Health and 
Wellness Coordinator Kelly Spencer and Lonoke County Health Unit Administrator 
Milton Garris recognized the following students for winning the Lonoke County 
Hometown Health Poster Contest: 
 

Josephine Ball – Central Elementary 
Micah Nickles – Central Elementary 
Jessica Wilson - Eastside Elementary 
Katelin Poole – Magness Creek Elementary 
Brooke Davis – Mtn. Springs Elementary 
Katelin Keller – Mtn. Springs Elementary 
Angel Dunkin – Northside Elementary 
Megan Moudy – Southside Elementary 
Emilie Brown – Stagecoach Elementary 
Paris Cross – Stagecoach Elementary 



Lorelei Moll – Ward Central Elementary 

 
CURRICULUM REPORT 
 
A-F Grading Initiative – Tammy Tucker provided information on the state’s A-F grading 
initiative.  Elementary, middle school, and junior high schools will have their grades 
tabulated with the following formula:   
 
 Overall score = (1.5)(Weighted Performance + Gap Adj.) + 1.5 (Improvement) 
 
High schools will include their graduation rate and will be tabulated with the following 
formula: 
 

Overall score = (1.5)(Weighted Perf. + Gap Adj.) + Improvement + (Grad. Rate + 
Gap Adj.) 

 
Grades will be calculated for each campus.   
 
School Accountability Reports – Tammy Tucker provided an overview of the school 
accountability program.  Federal legislation required all schools to reach grade level 
proficiency for all students in both math and literacy by 2014.  Each school was assigned 
Annual Measureable Objectives (AMO) based on using each school’s Benchmark test 
results as a baseline.  Schools much work to raise their proficiency rates by 50% for all 
students each year until all are proficient to be considered an Achieving school.  Cabot 
schools had high initial Benchmark scores, so our initial targets were set very high.   
 
Out of 1066 public schools in Arkansas, only 67 received Achieving, 877 were Needs 
Improvement, 85 were Needs Improvement Focus, and 37 were Needs Improvement 
Priority.  No schools in Arkansas received the Exemplary status.   
 
GT Field Experiences – Aaron Randolph presented a video of pictures from recent 
gifted and talented field experiences.  Second grade students visited Hot Springs 
National Park to learn about our national park system.  Fourth grade students visited 
Harding University to learn about communications.  Students toured the theater and 
broadcasting departments, learned about the university’s drones, and even sand with 
the choir.  Third grade students are looking forward to their trip to the Arkansas 
Department of Environmental Quality. 
 
Interventionists – Dr. Thurman shared a nice letter received from the parents of a 
student regarding our interventionists.  
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 



Buildings and Grounds Report – Dr. Jeffcoat provided an overview of the construction 
projects throughout the district.  Electrical and HVAC work is being completed in the S 
building renovation.  We have been able to keep a lot of the millwork from that 
building, so many of these pieces are being refinished.  A sidewalk and awnings are 
being installed between Junior High North and Freshman Academy.  The steel arrived 
for the baseball/softball complex and the canopies should be going up soon.  Over 
winter break, five classrooms at Middle School South will have the carpet removed and 
tile installed.  Flooring in the remaining classrooms will be completed over the summer. 
 
Current Enrollment –For information. 
 
Quarter 1 Report – For information.  
 
Free and Reduced Lunch Percentages – For information. 
 
PTO Advisory Committee – Terena Woodruff provided a report on the PTO advisory 
committee meeting that was held September 25.  Two parents from each building were 
invited, and twenty-five people ended up attending.  Parents offered positive and 
growth comments on school security, parental communication, and Common Core.   
 
Arkansas K-12 Legislative Education Discussion Topics – Dr. Thurman distributed a 
recently released information packet of topics for the upcoming legislative session.  
Some of the topics included School Choice, broadband, dyslexia training, school nurse 
numbers, and foundational funding. 
 
Cabot Panther Foundation– Brian Evans provided an overview of the recent Cabot 
Panther Foundation meeting.  Terena Woodruff was the guest speaker and presented 
information about the backpack program at the schools. The Foundation budgeted 
$7,200 to sponsor three schools in the backpack program.  The Foundation will 
recognize 200 students as Power Panthers during this year’s basketball season.  The 
following are several upcoming events that will be sponsored by the Foundation: 
 
   February 19 – Father/Daughter Dance 
   April 2 – Dancing with the Cabot Stars 
   May 4 – Golf Tournament 
 
Healthy Panther Newsletter – For information.   
 
ACTION 
 
The board voted to uphold the administration’s recommendation to expel a student. 
 
The board voted to uphold the administration’s recommendation to expel a student. 
 



The board voted to uphold the administration’s recommendation to expel a student. 
 
The board voted to authorize the sale of the 2009 Chevrolet Impala, sold as is with no 
warranty. 
 
The board voted to authorize the sale of technology equipment no longer used by the 
district.  This equipment includes a Ecessa aggregator, two M86 web filters, M86 load 
balancer, and M86 security reporter.   
 
The board voted to approve the following supplemental salary positions for the 2014-
2015 school year: 
   
   Astronomy Club at JHN 
   K-Kids 
   Jr. Civitan Club at CHS 
   Builders Club at MSN/MSS 
   Media Club at JHN 
 
See your building administrator or supervisor for additional information.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m. 


