
To: Cabot School District Employees 
From: Dr. Tony Thurman 
Re: Summary of April School Board Meeting 
 
The meeting began at 6:00 p.m.  Board members in attendance were: Brooks 
Nash, Jim Coy, Wendel Msall, David Hipp, Fred Campbell, Dean Martin and 
Ken Kincade. 
Other present were: Dr. Tony Thurman, Jim Dalton, Administrators, 
Teachers, Parents, Students, Guests and Media. 
 
The following students were recognized by the Board: 
 
Adam Sterrenberg for being named KATV’s (Channel 7) Full Court Award recipient. 
 
Zach Nicholson and Josh McIntyre’s museum exhibit   “Every Four Years:  Campaigning 
for the Presidency” was named exhibit of the year by the Arkansas Museum Association.   
 
Melissa Smith and Sam Shelton for having their art work accepted in the Arkansas Art 
Centers Young Artists Exhibit. 
 
Vacaya Dollins, Victoria Anderson and Ryan Collins, each had a 1st Place Drawing at 
the Beebe Regional High School Art Competition. 
 
Micah Bryant – for receiving Full Tuition Scholarship to Memphis College of Art and 
1st  Place In Realist Portrait 
Melissa Smith – for placing 1st in Mixed Media 
Amanda Dollar - for receiving $9400 per year Art Scholarship from Lyon College 
 
Amanda Wells, Rachel Winkler, Justin Holzkneeht and Sam Park for being named to the 
2009 ACDA National Honor Choir. 
 
Justin Holzknecht (3rd yr), Dennesse Adkins (2nd yr), Kristen Brown (1st yr) and Sam 
Park (1st yr) for being named to the 2009 Arkansas All State Choir. 
 
Cabot Middle School South placed first in the state and thirty-sixth in the nation! Gifted 
and Talented teacher Joyce Dalton introduced the students that were able to attend. 
The team was comprised of both Fifth and Sixth grade students. They are: 
C handler Abbott, Daniel  Brathwaite, Alison  Bryan, Megan   Bugiel, Tommy   Calhoun, 
Brett   Frazier, Heather Hill,  Jay King, Caleb   Leach, Malerie Lovejoy, Alexander  
Schnable, Alex  Simkins, Austin  Walton, Wesley  Weesner, Sean Williams, and Blake 
Wilson. 
 
 
 
 



The following High School band students made All-State Band: 
Vica Anderson, Ica DeGuzman, Emil Foltz, Brittany Einhorn, Ashley Rutstein, Lesley 
Treml, Gabby Chandler, Lauren Neilsen, Kelsey Vaughn, Alyssa Cantrell, Josh Gardner, 
Gabe Duerkop and Mason Bean. 
 
Dr. Thurman summarized legislation impacting education from this past session. 
 
Dean Martin, Ken Kincade and Wendel Msall reported on the National School Board 
Association Conference recently attended. 
 
Linda Payne informed the board on state mandated testing providing a review of 
assessments completed as well as briefing members on upcoming exams.  
 
Harold Jeffcoat spoke on the different steps of Smart Accountability that will take the 
place of the current school improvement model currently in effect.  Dr. Thurman 
recommended a committee meeting be scheduled once all the information and data is 
finalized pertaining to the changes at the state level.  
 
Dr. Thurman advised the board on the recent release of federal stimulus funding amounts 
released to districts across the nation.  The state has warned districts that using this 
money for salaries could potentially place districts in financial trouble since each 
district’s allocation must be liquidated by December 2011.  Any stabilization (stimulus) 
funds applied to salary would become the responsibility of the district at that time.  The 
funds are dispersed in three categories on a reimbursement only basis and categorized by 
Title I focus, IDEA (special education) focus, and stabilization focus.  Funds in each 
category must fall into the allowable expenditures for each program with current rules 
and regulations.  Dr. Thurman shared with the members that a planning session would be 
scheduled soon to begin the process of developing a plan of action concerning the funds 
that must be submitted to the state and approved before the district would be eligible to 
receive funds.  The state has informed districts that planning submission forms would not 
be ready for submission until after May 15, 2009.    
 
Jim Coy reported on the Cabot Panther Education Foundation meeting of April 13th.  He 
reminded everyone of the golf tournament fund raiser that is scheduled for May 11th, 
spoke on the spring break cruise and provided tentative information on the Hall of Fame 
Banquet to be scheduled for this fall. The Foundation continues to seek Hall of Fame 
nominations for the event.  
 
Dr. Thurman provided details of a banquet for the Little Rock Air Force Base Council 
that he attended on April 16th.  
 
David Hipp, Valerie Stone and Dr. Thurman provided feedback from the strategic 
planning committee meeting that was held on Friday the 17th and Saturday the 18th.  
 
Board members were provided with a schedule of banquets being held in the district. 
 



Jim Dalton updated members on current and pending construction projects in the district. 
 
The board voted to purchase the facility known as Funtastics and authorized Jim Dalton 
to represent and sign on behalf of the Cabot School District all documents necessary for 
the purchase of this property at closing.  The district will relocate the ACE Charter 
School from current facilities being rented from the city.  All furnishings from the 
restaurant, including kitchen equipment, walk-in cooler, walk-in freezer, tables, chairs 
and video/security system were included in the accepted offer.  The facility was 
purchased for $64.89 per square foot.   
 
After a lengthy discussion, the board voted to accept the 2009/2010 district calendar as 
presented in a joint recommendation by PPC and administration. 
 
The board voted to officially recognize the school that is being constructed on Mountain 
Springs Road as “Mountain Springs Elementary” 
 
The board voted to uphold the expulsion recommendation of a secondary student in the 
district per the recommendation of administration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


