
TO:    Cabot School District Employees 
 
FROM:   Dr. Tony Thurman 
 
RE:    Summary of February 28, 2012 School Board Meeting 
 
Board President Dean Martin called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. Those in 
attendance were School Board members Wendel Msall, Corey Williams, Mark Russell, 
Dr. Brenda Thielemier, Donna Nash, and Brian Evans.   Also in attendance were Dr. Tony 
Thurman, Directors, Administrators, media, and community members.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Minutes from the regular January School Board meeting were approved as presented. 
 
January financials were approved as presented. 
 
RECOGNITION 
 
National Board Certified Teachers – Dr. Tony Thurman recognized the following 
teachers for obtaining the distinction of a National Board Certified Teacher: 
 
  Amy Adams – Mtn. Springs Elementary 
 
  Stephanie Bibey – Eastside Elementary 
 
  Lorraine Darwin – Cabot High School 
 
  Kristina Johnson – Ward Central Elementary 
 
  Debra Roberts – Northside Elementary 
 
  Melissa Kirkpatrick – Cabot Middle School South 
 
  Lindsay MacMillan – Mtn. Springs Elementary 
 
Young Writers Contest Winners – Lisa York, Principal at Westside Elementary, 
provided information on the Three Rivers Reading Council Young Writers Contest.  
Students were asked to write an essay about their hero for the competition.  Cabot 
Public Schools had the following winners in this competition: 
 
  Grades 5-8 
  1st place:  Crystal Gray – ACE 
  2nd place:  Jaxon Cummings – MSN 
 
  Grades 3-4 
  1st place:  Brandon Pack – Westside Elementary 



  Grades 1-2 
  1st place:  Carley Beth Madar – Westside Elementary 
  2nd place:  Peyton Jones – Stagecoach Elementary 
 
VFW Regional Teacher of the Year – Tanya Spillane, Principal of Middle School North, 
recognized 5th grade science teacher Rick Lilly as the State of Arkansas’ VFW 
Elementary Teacher of the Year.  Mr. Lilly won the VFW Regional Teacher of the Year 
award and went on to win at the state level as well. 
 
VFW Patriot’s Pen Winner – Tanya Spillane also recognized student Stuart Nickell, 
who won the VFW Patriot’s Pen competition.  Stuart shared his winning essay with the 
audience.   
  
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 
Buildings and Grounds Report – Dr. Thurman provided an update on construction 
projects throughout the district.  Landscaping has been completed around the 
HPER/Cafeteria.  Renovations to the auditorium are going well. The stage floor has been 
installed and brackets are currently being installed for the seating.  The renovation of the 
old cafeteria into science labs is underway.  Much of the demolition of structures at the 
old baseball/softball complex is completed and the stripping of topsoil is underway.   
 
Student Activities –Dr. Thurman shared information about the 7A State Basketball 
Tournament to be held at Panther Arena on February 29 through March 3.  He asked 
school personnel to use all available parking that might not be known or easily accessed 
by our guests at the tournament.  Dr. Thurman also announced that our high school boys 
bowling team was the 7A State Bowling Champion and our high school girls team was 
the runner up.   
 
Middle School South Diamond Designation – Cabot Middle School South recently 
received the designation of Arkansas Diamond School to Watch.  They held their 
celebration assembly on February 27 at Panther Arena. 
 
District Visit from First Lady Beebe – Dr. Thurman announced that First Lady Ginger 
Beebe will visit Cabot schools on Wednesday, February 29.  She will visit the high school 
and Westside Elementary. 
 
Healthy Panther Newsletter – For information   
 
Free and Reduced Lunch – For information.   
 
Current Enrollment – For information. 
 
Spring Events Calendar – For information.   
 
DIRECTORS REPORTS 
 



Secondary Curriculum – Tammy Tucker provided information on the recent trainings 
that have been held for 7th and 8th grade teachers in English, math, science and social 
studies.  These trainings are in preparation for the transition to Common Core.   
 
Elementary Curriculum – Harold Jeffcoat reported that committees have been formed 
for elementary level Common Core, but they will not begin training until after the 
Benchmark test.  They have started ELO Benchmark prep for elementary students.  Dr. 
Jeffcoat also announced that the book mobile is officially complete.  
 
PD/Testing – Linda Payne presented the spring testing schedule.  She also announced 
that 12 of the 13 students who had to retake the high stakes algebra test passed.  Mrs. 
Payne said we will begin preparations next year for Common Core training in 9th 
through 12th grades. 
 
Gift and Talented/AP – Melissa Elliott announced that we had a successful Elementary 
Quiz Bowl on January 27.  Forty-nine elementary students competed, forty high school 
students volunteered to work the event, and approximately 100 parents were in 
attendance.  The Junior High South quiz bowl team recently placed second in the 
regional competition, and Junior High North placed fourth. 
 
A G/T identification parent meeting was held on February 21.  Pre AP placement 
meetings were held in January and 200 placement letters were mailed.   
 
Mrs. Elliott also announced that all seven of our National Merit Semi-Finalists have 
made it to Finalists.  She also shared that Nathan Justus has been nominated to compete 
for the Presidential Scholarship Award.  Mrs. Elliott reported that we will have 386 
students taking 671 AP exams in May.   
 
Special Programs – Nancy Rahn reported that we were able to dismiss 59 students from 
special programs this year.  We currently have 1,112 students identified for our special 
programs, which makes our percentage below the national average.  She announced that 
portfolios are due March 8th, and they are looking at holding two days of professional 
development for special programs teachers.   
 
Technology – Kendal Wells reported that the emergency phone system is almost 
completely installed.  This system will allow Dr. Thurman to reach all campuses at the 
same time if an emergency message needs to be distributed quickly.  He also announced 
that we recently implemented a technology work order system, Spiceworks.  As of today, 
they have received over 1200 work orders. 
 
Mr. Wells said they are continuing to update cable at ten of our campuses.  Technology 
recently doubled the storage capacity of the H drive, and they are working on our WiFi 
to make it more efficient.   
 
Mr. Wells also announced that the Technology Department was the runner up in the 
volleyball tournament and recently was the champion of the bowling tournament.   
 



Federal Programs – Tina Kimbrell reported that they tried a new system for Pre-K 
registration this year.  On February 7th they began handing out Pre-K packets, and so far 
they have handed out 317 packets for 260 slots.  March 10th is the first day packets can be 
turned back in.  Physicals are being held tonight in the high school loft for Pre-K and 
kindergarten students.   
 
 
ACTION 
 
The board voted to accept the three year technology plan as presented. 
 
The board voted to approve the disclosure statement for Mike and Debra Polston and 
their affiliation with Arcadia Publishing to sell books to the Cabot School District. 
 
The board voted to approve the disclosure statement of Dawn Jackson in relation to her 
husband, Alan Jackson, and his affiliation with Goddess Products, Inc. to sell office 
supplies to the Cabot School District. 
 
The board voted to approve the resolution to give approval to refund outstanding bonds 
in order to produce debt service savings.  
 
The board voted to accept all personnel presented during executive session. 
 
The board adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 


