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3rd Grade AMI Work #6 
Your child will have 5 days to complete and return this to his/her teacher to get credit for the day. If you need 

more time, please let the teacher know.  
 

THEME: Outer Space 
Discuss​: How do people learn about space?  

What’s It Like in Space?  

In 1969, a group of American astronauts visited the moon on a rocket ship called Apollo 11. 
Since then, many more astronauts have traveled in space. Scientists have learned that there 
are many differences between Earth and space. One of the biggest differences has to do with 
gravity. Gravity is a force of attraction that pulls things toward one another. The force of gravity 
on Earth is pretty strong. Even the best jumpers can only jump a few feet off the ground. (Try it 
and see!)   

Want to jump high? You will have to fight against gravity. 

Two of the American astronauts who visited the moon were Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong. 
When they were on the moon, they were easily able to jump up high. They didn’t come down 
quickly either. Instead, they seemed to float down slowly. That was because the force of gravity 
on the moon is not as strong as on Earth. The moon is not as big as Earth. So the force of 
gravity is not as strong on the moon. If you think that is cool, wait until you read what happens 
out in space, away from the moon or planets. Out in space, astronauts do not feel the effects of 
gravity. They and their spaceship are moving freely in space. Since the astronaut and spaceship 
are moving freely together, the astronauts look and feel as if they are floating! 

This astronaut is inside a spaceship in space, where the force of gravity is less. 

Up in space, lots of things are different. You can do a flip and not worry about whether you will 
make it all the way around before you come down! 

When you are free of the effects of gravity, it is easier to do flips and cartwheels. 

Eating is different in space, too. I’ll bet when you eat lunch at school, your food stays where you 
put it. If you set it on a table, it stays there until you pick it up. The force of gravity holds it down. 
But if you were up in space, you and your food would be moving freely together. If you let go of 
it, your food might drift away! 



There are other differences in space besides less gravity. Did you know that the astronauts on 
the moon had to carry tanks of air for breathing? That's because another way outer space is 
different from Earth is that there is no air or oxygen at all in outer space. Look again at the 
image of the astronauts inside the spaceship. The astronauts are not carrying tanks of air. 
That’s because oxygen is being pumped inside the spaceship. Since there is no air in space, 
you also do not hear sounds in outer space. It is also very cold in space. The astronauts must 
train many months before going into space so they know what to expect. Do you think you 
would like to go into space someday?                               ​© 2016 ReadWorks​®​, Inc. All rights reserved   

What did you notice about the 
passage?  

What do you still wonder?  

  
 
 

 

WRITING: ​Name some ways that being in space is different from being on Earth? 

MATH:​ Solve the word problems below and explain your answers. 
 

1. Michael has been saving up his money to buy a new space model kit of the solar 
system.  He saved $29 last month and saved $18 this month. The space model 
kit that he really wants costs $54. Does she have enough to buy the space model 
kit? If not, how much more does she need to save? Justify your answer. 

 
2. Randy and Brooke visited the science museum with their class.  There are 22 

people in their class.  The cost to get in the museum was $4 each.  How much 
did it cost for the whole class to visit the science museum?  If 10 students in their 
class were boys, what was the cost for the boys to visit the museum? Justify your 
answer. 

 
3. To make fruit punch for the party, Amelia bought 4 bags of oranges, 2 bags of 

lemons, 1 bag  
of limes, and 1 bag of pears. Each bag had 5 pieces of fruit in it. She also bought 
1 apple and 2 plums.  
How many pieces of fruit did Amelia buy? Tell how you solved it.  

 
Activity:​Today you will have a PE activity. If you can’t open this link, do 10 sit ups and 
10 jump and jacks 3 times. ​YouTube: 10 Fun Exercises For Kids To Get Stronger 
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=10+easy+exercises+for+kids&view=detail&mid=
77420B79716A6B41174477420B79716A6B411744&FORM=VIRE 
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